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was forced to decline contributions; with " Godey V he had quarreled: and .so, in his own words, he was "reduced to 'Sartain' and * Graham,' both very precarious," His many engagements, on which he had built so hopefully a lew months before, had dwindled away; and to add to liis misfortunes he had again been seriously ill. " I thought," wrote Mrs. Clemm to "Annie," "he would die several times, God knows I wish we were both in our graves. It would, I am sure, be far better,"1 A deep gloom settled over his mind. He himself wrote to the same lady, in denying that this arose from his literary disappointments, — "My sadness is imaccountablet and this makes me the more sadt I am full of dark forebodings. Nothing cheers OP comforts me. My life seems wasted — the future looks a dreary blank; but I will struggle on and 'hope against hope.'"2 After this he visited his friends at Lowe.ll, apparently in May, and there wrote the third draft of " The Bells;" ho soon returned to New York, with the expectation of going South at once to try once more the old scheme, — the establishment of the " Styhis," for which he was now arranging a partnership with a Mr. Patterson, in accordance with which it would be pxiblished simultaneously in New York and St. Louis on Jauu-iftcy 1, i860. He was delayed for some weeka, during "which his despondency was marked and habit-UWr Wore leaving Fordham, apparently led by
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